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Course Description
This course is designed to let students deal with Spanish academic discourse conventions.
Reading comprehension and writing skills will be mainly developed during the course, though
students are expected to interact orally to discuss topics covered in the course as well as
interpretations about readings and their written production.
Learning Objectives
Students should:
Recognize the discursive strategies of texts read to ensure the comprehension of complex texts.
Recognize the predominant plots and present subsidiaries in the texts, such as the
characteristics of academic discourse in Spanish.
Produce formal texts and grammatical, academic, discursive and contextually adequate texts.
Introduce in the texts external statements and paratextual elements, according to the typical
procedure of academic texts.
Link knowledge of the grammatical system with the organization of formal discourses in general
and in the academic environment.
Course Prerequisites :
This course is designed for students with six or more semesters of college-level Spanish, or the
equivalent as determined by a placement test, and for heritage Spanish speakers who have not
formalized their study of the Spanish language. It addresses itself to post-advanced Spanish
language students who seek to hone their knowledge of Spanish grammar and culture and
embark on reading challenging academic texts and audiovisual productions.

Methods of Instruction
During classes, we will work with original didactic materials. The course is focused on the
comprehensive reading and written production of texts. Different discursive genres of academic
and professional circulation will be selected so that the student can put him or herself in
contact with academics and professionals through comprehension and production.
Furthermore, the oral discussion of academic and professional themes will be contributed
through different written texts and audiovisual maters as well as out-of-class activities, as a
form of generating ideas that serve as a source for writing.
With the objective of developing correction strategies of written productions, activities of texts
assessment will also be carried out.
Assessment and Final Grade
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Participation
Daily Assignments
Biweekly assignments (5)
Exams (2) and quizzes (2)
Final written production (1) and oral presentation (1)
TOTAL

20 %
10 %
30 %
20 %
20 %
100%

Written work should be typed on a sheet of paper (double space) and they will be
submitted as scheduled. Works late submitted will be marked down 15 %. No course work
will be accepted after the last day of class.
Participation
Participation is valued as meaningful contribution in the digital and tangible classroom,
utilizing the resources and materials presented to students as part of the course.
Meaningful contribution requires students to be prepared in advance of each class
session and to have regular attendance. Students must clearly demonstrate they have
engaged with the materials as directed, for example, through classroom discussions,
online discussion boards, peer-to-peer feedback (after presentations), interaction with
guest speakers, and attentiveness on co-curricular and outside-of-classroom activities.
Each student is expected to actively participate in class, and this is necessary for the
effective functioning of the course as well as for individual progress. Participation and
the investment of an appropriate amount of time in the preparation of each session will
be considered in the determination of final grades.

Attendance Policy
Regular class attendance is required throughout the program, and all unexcused
absences will result in a lower participation grade for any affected CIEE course.
Unexcused absences that constitute more than 10% of the total course will result in a
written warning.
Students who transfer from one CIEE class to another during the add/drop period will
not be considered absent from the first session(s) of their new class, provided they were
marked present for the first session(s) of their original class. Otherwise, the absence(s)
from the original class carry over to the new class and count against the grade in that
class.
For CIEE classes, excessively tardy (over 15 minutes late) students must be marked
absent. Attendance policies also apply to any required co-curricular class excursion or
event, as well as to Internship, Service Learning, or required field placement. Students
who miss class for personal travel, including unforeseen delays that arise as a result of
personal travel, will be marked as absent and unexcused. No make-up or re-sit
opportunity will be provided.
Attendance policies also apply to any required class excursion, with the exception that
some class excursions cannot accommodate any tardiness, and students risk being
marked as absent if they fail to be present at the appointed time.
Weekly Schedule
NOTE: this schedule is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor to take
advantage of current experiential learning opportunities. To this, up to a maximum of 12 out-of-classroom activities will added when needed, in order to apply the structures
learned in the classroom and thereby increase exposure to real linguistic situations.

Week 1

Introduction to Spanish academic discourse characteristics
Reading comprehension.
Speech genres and function of paratextual elements
Relation and differences between the informal and formal
registers in written texts.
Reference material: Ciee Buenos Aires Team Material (Unit 1)

Week 2

Specific lexical fields: extension and dominion in different
discursive registers
Key words in the academic and professional discourses
Spelling and punctuation
Reference material: Ciee Buenos Aires Team Material (Unit 2)

Week 3

Explicative texts in different speech genres
Strategies in explicative texts
Reference material: Ciee Buenos Aires Team Material (Unit 3)

Week 4

Abstract
Poliphony in written academic discourse
Direct and indirect speech
Reference material: Ciee Buenos Aires Team Material (Unit 4)

Week 5

Deeper understanding of linguistic and communicative resources
through the strategic use of textual frames
Writing as a plan and process: determination of the addressee
and communicative purpose
Reference material: Ciee Buenos Aires Team Material (Unit 5)

Week 6

The dominion of the critical apparatus: formal resources
Strategies of cohesion in written discourse
Application of strategies of extension, reduction and elaboration.
First mid-term written project submission– Draft

Week 7

Reaserch reading
Introduction and Conclusion
Reference material: Ciee Buenos Aires Team Material (Unit 6)

Week 8:

First mid-term written project submission – Final version

Week 9:

Argumentative texts vs explicative texts
Determination of the addressee and communicative purpose

Week 10:

Out-of-classroom activity

Critical review writing
Second-mid-term written project submission – Draft
Week 11:

The introduction of controversy and debate in written texts.
Strategies in argumentative texts
Expression of modality

Week 12:

Writing against the other: controversy and debate
Second-mid-term written project submission – Final version

Week 13:

Audiovisual materials as source of writing

Week 14:

Planning of final written project
Revision of students’ drafts

Week 15:

Revision of students’ portfolio
Final written project submission
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