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Course Description
Poetry is one of Chile’s most celebrated and developed literary expressions. The 20th century was
a time when Chilean authors experienced a steady development in their work, concomitantly with
the authors` political engagement in processes of Chilean history. This course examines to a
certain extent these poets` creations and impact in culture, politics and local history. Through the
works and lives of Pablo Neruda, Gabriela Mistral and Vicente Huidobro, students will understand
the meaning and legacy of poetry in Chilean history, culture and political development.
Learning Objectives
By completing this course, students will:
●
●
●
●
●

Analyze, interpret, describe and compare some of the signature poetry and essay writing of these
authors.
Understand and evaluate poems, essays and short texts understanding the structure underlying
different literary expressions, through intercultural means.
Approach in an intercultural way, the work and lives of these three Chilean authors.
Recognize the diversity of Chilean culture and understand how this culture is connected to the
rest of Latin America.
Understand the social role of literature in Chilean history, through the study of mayor literature
and political works of Pablo Neruda, Gabriela Mistral and Vicente Huidobro.

Course Prerequisites

None.

Methods of Instruction
The course will involve active discussion, PowerPoint presentations (given by the teacher as well
as students), readings, group work, reading reports and site visits in order to understand the
legacy in today’s Chile of these authors and have a direct glimpse of current Chilean culture.
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Assessment and Final Grade
1.
Presentations on Authors and/or Themes (3):
2.
Site Visits Report (2):
3.
Creative Writing exercise
3.
Final Individual Paper Analysis:
5.
Participation:
TOTAL:

30%
20%
10%
20%
20%

100%

Course Requirements & Assignments
Group Presentations on Authors:
Students will get together in groups of 3. Each group will prepare a presentation on each Poet.
The presentation (3) should be about aspects of the lives of these three Chilean authors or some
topics on historical, cultural or political aspects that will be explored in class. PowerPoint and/or
other methods could support the presentations that will last 10 minutes followed by 5-10 minutes
of questions and discussion. Presentations will be done during the course on specific block’s
sessions dedicated to them.
Site Visits Report:
Students will write a report regarding their experience at the different site visits. The objective is
that students are able to integrate different aspects and discussions seen at class in their site visit
experience. Important cultural observations have to be integrated and a personal approach on
the aspects developed in class. The report should be typed, double-spaced, and 1000 words long,
Times New Roman 11.
Creative Writing Exercise:
Students will be encourage to create their own “Caligrama” in the class. This poem has to follow
the formal rules and features of those written by Huidobro but also for other poets who used to
this kind of poetic technic. The students will have a reasonable amount of time to create their
poem, and then they will have to present it to their colleagues receiving a constructive critique.
In order to standardize that critique as a formal co-evaluation, each student will receive a rubric
containing the evaluation criteria.
Final Individual Poetic Analysis:
Students will write a final paper regarding one of the literary works of one of the poets. The
objective is that students are able to integrate different aspects (e.g. context, biography) and
discussions seen in class with a personal ‘close reading’ (poetic analysis) of the poem. If the
students choose to use some critical papers to hold or explain their readings or interpretations
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they should be in MLA citation style when referencing resources. The paper should be typed,
double-spaced, and 1500 words long, Times New Roman 11.
Participation
Participation is valued as meaningful contribution in the digital and tangible classroom, utilizing
the resources and materials presented to students as part of the course. Meaningful contribution
requires students to be prepared in advance of each class session and to have regular attendance.
Students must clearly demonstrate they have engaged with the materials as directed, for
example, through classroom discussions, online discussion boards, peer-to-peer feedback (after
presentations), interaction with guest speakers, and attentiveness on co-curricular and outsideof-classroom activities.
Attendance Policy
Regular class attendance is required throughout the program, and all unexcused absences will
result in a lower participation grade for any affected CIEE course. Due to the intensive schedules
for Open Campus and Short Term programs, unexcused absences that constitute more than 10%
of the total course will result in a written warning.
Students who transfer from one CIEE class to another during the add/drop period will not be
considered absent from the first session(s) of their new class, provided they were marked present
for the first session(s) of their original class. Otherwise, the absence(s) from the original class carry
over to the new class and count against the grade in that class.
For CIEE classes, excessively tardy (over 15 minutes late) students must be marked absent.
Attendance policies also apply to any required co-curricular class excursion or event, as well as to
Internship, Service Learning, or required field placement. Students, who miss class for personal
travel, including unforeseen delays that arise as a result of personal travel, will be marked as
absent and unexcused. No make-up or re-sit opportunity will be provided.
Attendance policies also apply to any required class excursion, with the exception that some
class excursions cannot accommodate any tardiness, and students risk being marked as absent if
they fail to be present at the appointed time.
Unexcused absences will lead to the following penalties:
Percentage of Total
Course Hours
Missed

Equivalent Number of
Open Campus Semester
classes

Minimum Penalty

Up to 10%

1 content classes, or up
to 2 language classes

Participation graded as per
class requirements
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10 – 20%

2 content classes, or 34 language classes

Participation graded as per
class requirements; written
warning

More than 20%

3 content classes, or 5
language classes

Automatic course failure,
and possible expulsion

Weekly Schedule
Week 1

Orientation Week

Class 1:1

Introduction to Class and Latin American Context (Eurocentrism & Cosmopolitism):
Students will get a contextualization of who Pablo Neruda, Gabriela Mistral,
Vicente Huidobro were, and their importance in Latin American literature in
general. In the second block of the class the students will discuss a brief overview
of Latin American history starting at the end of the 19th century and finishing at
the beginning of the 20th century. The class will discuss how the arrival of
modernity affected Latin America’s literary conceptions.
Texts to read before the class:

Week 2
Class 2: 1

1. “The Industrial Revolution and Latin American in the 19th Century.”
2. Degiovanni, Fernando: “Shifting Hegemonies: The Cultural politics of
Empire”
Welcome Class and Introduction to Chilean poetry: cultural and historical particularities
At the opening of this session the Professor and the Students known each other.
We will spend a while sharing our backgrounds, discuss some of the main
organization and administrative issues for the course and will share expectations.
In the second part of the session we will discusses the historical context in Chile,
its own social and cultural configuration. Students will also discuss on some
Chilean cultural specific traits such as the country’s geographical organization and
class differences that date back to colonial times. Students will have a better idea
of the social, historical, cultural and literary contexts where these authors came
from.
Texts to read before the class:
1. “Gender, Industrialization and Urban Change in Santiago”
2. Selection: History of Chile. “The Parlamentary Republic”.
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Class 2: 2

Modernism & Avant-Garde
Students will learn about the literary diversity of Latin America and how Chile
integrates that bigger picture. In this context students will learn about basic
concepts such as Literary Modernism, Avant-Garde and Eurocentrism.
Texts to read before the class:
1. Oliver, Amy: “Modernism in Spanish America”
2. Hart, Stephen: “Latin American Poetry”
Reference, not required: Burger, Peter: “Chapter Four” in: The Theory of the
Avant-Garde.

Week 3
Class 3: 1

Introduction to Pablo Neruda: Avant-garde breakthrough in Residencia en la Tierra
Students will get to know some of the early years in the life of Pablo Neruda and
they will read a selection of poems from one of his first books, Residencia en la
Tierra. Students will get to know the political life of Pablo Neruda as a communist
party member and as a diplomat.
Texts to read before the class:
1. Novillo-Corvalán, Patricia: “Pablo Neruda’s Transnational Modernist
Networks: Colombo–Madrid–London–Buenos Aires (1927 - 1933)”
2. A selection of poems from: Neruda, Pablo. Residencia en la tierra. (1933)
Reference, not required: Neruda, Pablo: Chapter III and IV in Memoirs

Class 3: 2

Pablo Neruda: becoming the international renowned Chilean Bard. Canto General and Nobel
Prize
Students will discuss the events and works that transformed Pablo Neruda in a
celebrated global poet. Students will read a selection of Canto General and will
discuss the characteristics of the voice in these poems. Through a comparison
with poems from Residencia en la Tierra, students will discuss the new path the
poet is taking. Students will also discuss the Nobel Prize speech and what this
international acclaim entails.
Texts to read before the class:
1. Neruda, Pablo: Chapter VIII in Memoirs
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2. A selection of poems from: Neruda, Pablo: “Alturas de Machu-Pichu in Canto
general. (1950)
3. Pablo Neruda’s Nobel Prize speech at:
https://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/literature/laureates/1971/nerud
a-lecture.html
Class 3: 3

Pablo Neruda’s Santiago house: daily life and poetry writing.
Site visit nº1: “La Chascona”, Museum House (Santiago).

Week 4
Class 4: 1

The class will visit one of Pablo Neruda’s famous houses. Students will consider
the relationship between the daily life of an author and his/her work. Before
visiting the site, the class will meet to establish the direction of the visit, including
certain tasks outlined by the teacher. After the visit, the class will meet again to
debrief the experience.
Group Presentations on Pablo Neruda & Introduction to Gabriela Mistral
In the first section’s class students give their group presentations. In the second
part, students will learn about the early years of the life of Gabriela Mistral and
will read a selection from her first known book of poems, Desolación. Students
will gain knowledge not just on her role as a poet, but also as an educator.
Texts to read before the class:
1. A selection of poems from: Mistral, Gabriela. Desolación. (1922)
2. Montecinos, Elisa: Rediscovering Gabriela Mistral.

Class 4: 2

Gabriela Mistral: Women Poetry, Nobel Prize and Poema de Chile
Students will learn about Latin America’s first Nobel Prize in times of post World
War II. The class will read the banquet speech given at that time and will discuss
the way in which this distinction transforms Gabriela Mistral’s career having in
mind what had been discussed with Pablo Neruda’s Nobel prize. Students will
read and discuss a selection of poems from Poema de Chile and will analyze the
image of Chile Gabriela Mistral is trying to portray,
Texts to read before the class:
1. A selection of poems from: Mistral, G. Poema de Chile. (1967)
2. Gabriela Mistral’s Nobel Prize banquet speech available at:
https://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/literature/laureates/1945/mistralspeech.html
3. Pratt, Mary Louise: “Women, Literature and National Brotherhood”
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Reference, not required: Fiol-Matta. “Introduction” in: A Queer Mother for the
Nation
 Submit Site Visit Report on Pablo Neruda’s House by this date.
Class 4: 3

Gabriela Mistral and the History of Education in Chile
Site Visit nº2: “Museo de la Educación Gabriela Mistral” (Santiago).

Week 5
Class 5: 1

The class will visit this museum of education, that used to be the first Escuela
Normalista (teacher training school) of Santiago. Students will learn about the
history of education in Chile and in Latin America, and they will explore the
important legacy of Gabriela Mistral left on Chilean education. Before visiting the
site, the class will meet to establish the direction of the visit, including certain
questions and tasks outlined by the teacher. After the visit, the class will meet
again for debrief.
Group Presentations on Gabriela Mistral & Introduction to Vicente Huidobro
In the first section’s class students give their group presentations on Gabriela
Mistral. In the second part, students will learn about Vicente Huidobro’s life. As a
figure of the elite, Huidobro’s life will overview Chilean aristocratic life in general.
Students will read a selection of poetry and of manifests made by Huidobro
clearly influenced by the different European Avant-Garde art movements that will
help him create his own movement: Creacionismo. Finally the students will be
encourage to create their own Caligrama and should be present it to the group in
order to get a co-evaluation.
Texts to read before the class:
1. A selection of Manifestos and poems from: Huidobro.
 Creative Writing exercise on Huidobro’s technic.

Class 5: 2:

Huidobro the bard of Innovation & Avant- Garde figure of Chile
Altazor is a fundamental Poem and the political engagement of an elite class
author. Students will read a selection of Huidobro’s most celebrated poem,
Altazor, and will discuss on the ideas the poem wants to establish, a lot of them
related to the ideals of Avant-Garde and modernity. The class will also learn about
another aspect of Huidobro’s life, his political engagement as a communist party
member.
Texts to read before the class:
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1. De Costa, Rene: “Huidobro and the New Poetry of Spanish America”
2. Vicente Huidobro. Altazor. A Voyage in a Parachute. “Preface” & Chant II
(1931)
 Submit Site Visit Report on Gabriela Mistral by this date.
Class 5: 3

Group Presentations on Vicente Huidobro & Altazor disintegration.
In this section we will continue with the close reading of Altazor’s Chants V, VI y
VII and in the second part of the class, students will do their presentations on
Vicente Huidobro related themes, opening discussion with their classmates.
Texts to read before the class:
1. De Costa, Rene: “VIII. Altazor” in The Careers of a Poet
2. Huidobro. Chants V, VI y VII. of Altazor (1931)

Week 6
Class 6: 1

Conclusions: Latin American Literary tradition in the Age of the Empire
After having learned about the life and work of Neruda, Huidobro and Mistral and
their contributions to the literary history in Chile and Latin America students will
overview the different class topics discussing on the new views they have created
on the authors. In addition, the class will overview the literary trends of the
second half of the twentieth century underlining the legacy these different
literary developments had in the subsequent developments of Latin American
Literature. Students will able to create a broad map of conclusions regarding
Chilean poetry and the literary work of these three remarkable Poets.
Texts to read before the class:
1. Franco, Jean: “Introduction” in: The Decline & Fall of the Lettered City.

Suggested Readings:

 Submit Final Paper by this date.
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Other Resources
Gabriela Mistral Foundation: http://gabrielamistralfoundation.org
Gabriela Mistral’s Museum at Vicuña (Spanish): http://www.mgmistral.cl/
Pablo Neruda Foundation https://fundacionneruda.org/en/
Vicente Huidobro’s Museum (Spanish): http://www.museovicentehuidobro.cl/
Website dedicated to Chilean Literature done by Universidad de Chile (Spanish):
http://www.retablo.uchile.cl/
Website of Chilean Digital Resources from the Chilean National Library (Spanish):
http://www.memoriachilena.cl/
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