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Course Description
In this course, intermediate-advanced Spanish language students will gain a broader cultural,
lexical and grammatical foundation for their Spanish language, accompanied by an
exploration of the Buenos Aires and Argentine culture, while using a communicative
approach. Students will improve and expand their abilities of expression and comprehension
in Spanish, working on the development communicative competences for producing oral
and written texts. By the end of this course, students will understand the principle points of
clear texts and writings in standard language; produce simple and coherent texts about
familiar topics in which there is a personal interest; describe experiences, events, wishes,
and aspirations; justify their own opinions; and express plans for the future. The linguistic
elements and vocabulary that are taught prepare students to deal with non-frequent topics
and unpredictable situations.
Learning Objectives
By the end of the course, students will be able to:
● Produce oral interventions that are discursively and contextually correct.
● Comprehend basic characteristics of Rioplatense Spanish in different socio-cultural
immersion contexts.
● Write texts that are grammatically, discursively and lexically pertinent to a given situation
according to the immersion experience in Buenos Aires.
● Narrate and describe in different time frames when writing about everyday events and
situations.
● Comprehend, with ease and confidence, interventions in basic personal and social contexts,
and in short videos or film fragments.
● Understand fully and with ease short, non-complex texts that convey information and deal
with personal and social topics to which the reader brings personal interest or knowledge.
Course Prerequisites
This course is designed for students with three to four semesters of college-level Spanish, or
the equivalent as determined by a placement test.
Methods of Instruction
Communicative student-centered task-based approach. The tasks will be organized by
Weekly Topics, so that each session of a week is related to the others. At the end of each
week, students will have to do a written and oral presentation and a written quiz with a
focus on the grammatical/lexical content covered. Beyond grammatical points studied in
class, a discussion and correction of the most common mistakes made by students will take
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place after every written quiz, constituting one of the foundations of the course. This, in
turn, may lead to the development or review of other grammatical points, both simple and
complex, as well as a recap of common phrases necessary to any kind of discourse. Students
will be provided with extra material as homework to reinforce the grammatical and lexical
aspects seen in the classroom and will be expected to do some guided but autonomous
research on a given topic that will be presented at the end of each week. Each of the
presentations and quizzes will count for the final grade.
Assessment and final grade
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Participation
Daily Homework
Oral Presentations in class and Weekly Projects
Weekly Quiz (grammar/vocabulary)
Final Test (Oral and Written)
Total

20%
10%
25%
20%
25%
100%

Course Requirements
Daily Homework
Students will be given written homework on a daily basis to reinforce the grammatical and
lexical aspects covered in the classroom and will be checked by the instructor in class
everyday. When homework has to be turned in, no extension can be granted. Failing to
complete their daily homework will result in a lower final grade of the course.
Oral Presentations and Written Weekly Projects
At the end of each week, students will have to present and deliver a presentation of their
weekly project. Both the delivery of the presentation and the written project will be
assessed. Failing to complete their oral and written weekly projects will result in a
final grade of the course. Both the presentation and the written project will get 50 points,
with a total of 100 points on Canvas. A rubric will be provided to specify standards.
Weekly Quizzes
At the end of each week, students will have to sit a written quiz where they will be assessed
on the grammatical and lexical content of the week. Each of the weekly will count for the
final grade.
Final Test
The last day of classes there will be: a multiple choice grammar and vocabulary exercise
(20%); a written test consisting of a reading exercise (20%) and a written assignment (30%);
An oral test, consisting of an individual exercise and pair/group exercise (30%)
Participation
Participation is valued as meaningful contribution in the digital and tangible classroom,
utilizing the resources and materials presented to students as part of the course. Meaningful
contribution requires students to be prepared in advance of each class session and to have
regular attendance. Students must clearly demonstrate they have engaged with the
materials as directed, for example, through classroom discussions, online discussion boards,
peer-to-peer feedback (after presentations), interaction with guest speakers, and
attentiveness on co-curricular and outside-of-classroom activities.
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Each student is expected to actively participate in class, and this is absolutely necessary to
the effective functioning of the course as well as to individual progress. Participation and the
investment of an appropriate amount of time in the preparation of each session will be
taken into account in the determination of final grades.
Attendance Policy
Regular class attendance is required throughout the program, and all unexcused absences
will result in a lower participation grade for any affected CIEE course. Due to the intensive
schedules for Open Campus and Short Term programs, unexcused absences that constitute
more than 10% of the total course will result in a written warning.
Students who transfer from one CIEE class to another during the add/drop period will not be
considered absent from the first session(s) of their new class, provided they were marked
present for the first session(s) of their original class. Otherwise, the absence(s) from the
original class carry over to the new class and count against the grade in that class.
For CIEE classes, excessively tardy (over 15 minutes late) students must be marked absent.
Attendance policies also apply to any required co-curricular class excursion or event, as well
as to Internship, Service Learning, or required field placement. Students who miss class for
personal travel, including unforeseen delays that arise as a result of personal travel, will be
marked as absent and unexcused. No make-up or re-sit opportunity will be provided.
Attendance policies also apply to any required class excursion, with the exception that some
class excursions cannot accommodate any tardiness, and students risk being marked as
absent if they fail to be present at the appointed time.
Unexcused absences will lead to the following penalties:
Percentage of Total
Course Hours
Missed

Equivalent Number of
Open Campus Semester
classes

Minimum Penalty

Up to 10%

1 content classes, or up
to 2 language classes

Participation graded as per
class requirements

10 – 20%

2 content classes, or 34 language classes

Participation graded as per
class requirements; written
warning

More than 20%

3 content classes, or 5
language classes

Automatic course failure,
and possible expulsion
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Weekly Schedule
Note: This schedule is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor to take advantage of
current experiential learning opportunities. Up to a maximum of 3 hours of classroom-guided
activities will take place when needed, to put in practice the structures seen in the classroom within
a real context and maximize their exposure to real linguistic situations.
Week 1

Week 2

Class 1:1

Spanish in its variety
The scope of the course and instruction method will be presented.
Students will express aspects of their own character: similarities,
differences, tastes, etc. and share some past experiences regarding
the variety of Spanish studied. By using different songs, students will
be exposed to the different vocabulary and pronunciation of Spanish
according to region.

Class 1:2

Rioplatense Spanish: particularities of Spanish in Buenos Aires.
Students will learn the particularities of the variety of Spanish of the
Rioplatense region. Phonetic, grammar and lexical singularities will
be addressed as well as gestures and non-verbal communication. We
will talk and share experiences and impressions about the cultural
shock in the city.

Class 1:3

Communication strategies in Buenos Aires.
Through different videos, images and experiences, students listen to
different messages and dialogues. They will be exposed to the formal
and informal registers, as they make a revision of present tense
(regular and irregular verbs). Some communicative strategies will
also be addressed (as the participants’ roles and “speaking turns”).
Due: Weekly Project 1
By the end of the week, students will write a blog entry about their
first impressions of Buenos Aires focusing on people’s habits, cultural
values and norms, and experiences.

Class 2.1

What do we talk about in Buenos Aires?
Students will get to know to some norms & values from the cultural
local environment. Texts and triggers will make them give their
opinion, talk about prohibition or taboo themes while using
impersonal structures. They will also compare and contrast with
their origin country.
Reference material: Specially done material by CIEE Buenos Aires
staff for this course.

Class 2:2

Icons & heroes of Argentina
Through different biographical texts and short videos students will
get to know relevant characters of the local culture and important
historic events. By doing so, they will make a revision of the past
tenses in the indicative mode. The subtle differences between the
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past tense and their uses and contextual meanings will be specially
addressed.

Week 3

Week 4

Class 2:3

Popular culture of Argentina I
Students will recognize different para-textual elements to best
comprehend oral and written discourse on the cultural industry of
the country. They will be exposed to authentic narrative and
descriptive fictional formats like short stories, legends and myths.

Class 3.1

Popular culture of Argentina II
Students will be introduced to temporal, spatial, causal and
consecutive connectors and other discursive organizers to best
comprehend and produce oral and written narrative and exhibitiveexplicative discursive formats. They will make a summary and report
of a short movie or text.

Class 3.2

The city talks to me!
By being exposed to advertisements, signs, and instructions and by
listening to everyday conversation recordings, students will
recognize the communicative uses of commands in different
discursive genres. They will also explore the surroundings of the CIEE
building to collect more examples or expressions on how to give
instructions.

Class 3:3

Biweekly assessment 1
Students will sit to the 1st weekly quiz about previously seen
content.
Due: Biweekly Project 2
They will research on a cultural topic that best reflects some aspects
of the Argentinean culture and orally present the main features.
Reference material: Specially done material by CIEE Buenos Aires
staff for this course.

Class 4:1

Talk to me about everything.
Students will be introduced to some uses of the pronominal system
in Spanish by distinguishing the functions of subject and direct and
indirect object. They will make a revision on the complete imperative
mood and consolidate the structure when accumulation of
pronouns. They will make oral interventions using these structures
orally to give suggestions and commands.

Class 4:2

My dream city.
Students will be introduced the express predictions and hypothesis
in different language use situations. They will learn the full
morphology of the conditional and the future simple tense. They will
use the contrast between the simple future and the periphrastic
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future in different language use situations, to best express the
perfect city of the future.

Week 5

Week 6

Class 4:3

Biweekly assessment 2
Students will sit to the 2nd weekly quiz about previously seen
content.
Due: Biweekly Project 3
Then they will create an advertisement giving advice and
recommendations on healthy habits and lifestyle.
Reference material: Specially done material by CIEE Buenos Aires
staff for this course.

Class 5:1

Challenges of Argentina today
Students will learn the use of subjunctive in present to express
future in temporary clauses. They will be introduced to the
morphology of the subjunctive mood and produce oral and written
texts on how they evaluate the future of the nation.

Class 5:2

How to make Buenos Aires better?
Students will learn to express desire, need and request in the
subjunctive mood. They will consolidate the use of mandatory uses
of subjunctive in the present. They will also address the uses of
infinitive structures and express wishes, intentions and goals for the
community by writing a short text after the city’s campaign to
improve Buenos Aires.

Class 5.3

Biweekly assessment 3
Students will sit to the 3rd weekly quiz about previously seen
content.
Due: Biweekly Project 3
Then they will create an write a formal and argumentative letter to
the city government.
Reference material: Specially done material by CIEE Buenos Aires
staff for this course.

Class 6.1

A city guide.
Students will learn to express recommendation and instructions in
different contexts, mainly addressing the formal discourse. They will
also learn how to express cause and purpose using subjunctive
structures. An audio guided tour video or visit of an emblematic
building will serve as guides to make their own audio itineraries of
the city or a chosen building.

Class 6:2

Common discussion topics of Argentina
Students will be exposed to oral and written productions of
argumentative discursive formats. They will address a current
discussion topic of Buenos Aires. Students will also be introduced to
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the different uses of Indicative and Subjunctive modes in complex
structures.

Week 7

Week 8

Class 6:3

Agree or disagree?
By listening to short interviews and reports, students will express
personal appreciation, opinions, evaluations, doubt and possibility.
They will consolidate structures that manifest agreement and
disagreement, and be introduced to the preterit perfect in the
subjunctive.

Class 7:1

Working with local newspapers.
Students will work with concessive clauses and argumentative
connectors in oral and written texts. They will work with local
newspapers to learn on different current matters and to express
their opinions on different topics.

Class 7:2

Argentine culture and literature
Students will read some fragments of Argentine literature and
debate on socio-cultural aspect of Spanish. They will also be exposed
to critical evaluations and opinions in Spanish.

Class 7:3

Biweekly assessment 4
Students will sit to the 4th weekly quiz about previously seen
content.
Due: Biweekly Project 4
After researching the main newspapers, they will then write a short
essay on a current topic.
Reference material: Specially done material by CIEE Buenos Aires
staff for this course.

Class 8:1

Retelling my experience of Buenos Aires
Students will be introduced to the recounting discourse and the uses
of quoting the voice of others. They will learn different and
appropriate speaking verbs and learn the construction of the indirect
style.

Class 8:2

Revision and doubts. Mock exam for practice.

Class 8:3

Final Evaluation.

Course Material
Material will be provided by CIEE Buenos Aires: CIEE material, Aula del Sur 2-3;
Voces del Sur 2-3; Gramática Básica para el Estudiante de Español (reference
grammar book), resources on the Internet; booklet with key grammar points
and other relevant information. Argentinian newspapers, magazines and
movies.
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Readings
Specially done material by CIEE Buenos Aires staff based on the following bibliography:
Alonso Raya, Rosario, et al. Gramática básica del estudiante de español. Barcelona: Editorial
Difusión, 2005. En papel.
Arias, Ana. Los primeros. Buenos Aires: Editorial Santillana, 2001. En papel.
Barcia, Pedro. La lengua en las nuevas tecnologías. Academia Argentina de Letras. Buenos
Aires: Editorial Dunken, 2007. En papel.
Bertoni, Lilia y Romero, Luis. Los tiempos de los inmigrantes. Buenos Aires: Editorial Colihue,
1995.
Calsamiglia Blancafort, Helena y Tusón Valls, Amparo. Las cosas del decir. Manual de análisis
del discurso. Barcelona: Editorial Ariel, 1999. En papel.
Elizalde, Betty y Farkas, Néstor. Perfiles. El idioma de la radio. Buenos Aires: Ediciones
Magno, 1999. En papel.
Eternautas. Buenos Aires tiene historia. Once itinerarios guiados por la ciudad. Buenos Aires:
Editorial Aguilar, 2008.
García Negroni, María (coord.) El arte de escribir bien en español. Manual de corrección de
estilo. Buenos Aires: Edicial, 2001. En papel.
Matte Bon, Francisco. Gramática comunicativa del español I: De la lengua a la idea. Madrid:
Edelsa, 1995. En papel.
Matte Bon, Francisco. Gramática comunicativa del español II: De la idea a la lengua. Madrid:
Edelsa, 1995. En papel.
Vázquez, Graciela (coord.). Guía didáctica del discurso académico escrito. Cómo se escribe
una monografía. Madrid: Edinumen, 2001..En papel.
Online Resources
Ministerio de Educación de la Nación Argentina. Portal educ.ar. Web. 30 de marzo de 2015.
<http://www.educ.ar>
Sitio oficial de Turismo de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires. Recorridos turísticos. Web. 30 de
marzo de 2015.
<http://www.turismo.buenosaires.gob.ar/es/agrupador-noticias/recorridos-turísticos>
Sitio oficial de Cultura de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires. Agenda cultural. Web. 30 de marzo de
2015.
<http://www.buenosaires.gob.ar/cultura>
Welcome Argentina. Información turística sobre la República Argentina. 2003-2015. Web. 30
de marzo de 2015.
<http://www.welcomeargentina.com>
Media Resources
Selection of film scenes and audiovisual advertisements.
- Selection of film scenes:
-Las viudas de los jueves. Dir. Marcelo Piñeyro. Perf. Leonardo Sbaraglia, Pablo Echarri, Juan
Diego Botto, Ernesto Alterio. Alta Classics, 2009. DVD.
- Relatos salvajes. Dir: Damián Szifrón. Perf. Ricardo Darín, Leonardo Sbaraglia. K&S Films,
2014. DVD.
- Recorded Television advertisements. 2010. Flash Video File.
- Sound Recordings:
-Calamaro, Andrés. La lengua popular. Warner Music, 2007. CD
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